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Disclaimer 
The author of this work has quoted the writers of many articles and 

books. This does not mean that the author endorses or recommends the works 
of others.  If the author quotes someone, it does not mean that he agrees with 
all of the author’s tenets, statements, concepts, or words, whether in the work 
quoted or any other work of the author. There has been no attempt to alter the 
meaning of the quotes; and therefore, some of the quotes are long in order to 
give the entire sense of the passage. 
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PREFACE 
The Indestructible Book by Dr. David Brown is a very valuable tool 
for anyone interested in the modern debates over preservation, the 
Traditional Text, and the King James Bible. There are many, many 
issues that influence this debate. When a person first starts studying 
these issues he is often surprised how many many different points 
come up during the discussion. Over the last several decades many 
books have been written to address these issues. The Indestructible 
Book does more to gather all these subjects into one volume than any 
other work I am acquainted with. 

Church history, doctrine, controversies, debates and practical 
application are all here in one volume. This book is well documented, 
thorough and readable. That is not surprising to anyone who has 
heard Dr. Brown speak in public or who has engaged in private 
conversation with him over these issues. He has a gift in addressing 
this discussion. 

These areas are the hot bed of debate among evangelicals and 
fundamentalists today. Independent Baptists have spent an amazing 
amount of time focused on these debates in recent years. It is easy to 
be loud and controversial. It is not so easy to be well informed. It 
takes a lot of diligent study to "get up to speed" on the many points of 
controversy that are part of this discussion. The Indestructible Book 
is a great head start on understanding these issues. 

The greatest thing about this book is that it demonstrates clearly that 
we have an Indestructible Bible. It has survived campaigns to literally 
destroy it, it has survived conspiracies to corrupt it and it rises above 
all the foolish debates over it. In a time of great controversy, the Bible 
provides us with both answers and strength. The preserved Word of 
God convicts of sin, has the power to save and provides us with 
everything we need to know in the middle of a pagan world. 

The Indestructible Book by Dr. David Brown reinforces, educates and 
strengthens our faith. It is worthy of your time and attention. 

Pastor Phil Stringer  
Ravenswood Baptist Church 
Chicago, IL 
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FOREWORD 
I went through Bible College and Seminary and never heard of John 
Wycliffe, William Tyndale, Myles Coverdale, John Rogers, or any of 
the historic English Bibles that lead up to our King James Bible. 
When I signed up for my Romans class, my professor told us we 
would have to go out and buy an American Standard Bible of 1901 
because it was a far better translation than our King James Bible. 
He gave no further explanation! I was puzzled, but passed it off, 
figuring he was the professor and knew more about these things 
than I did. It was not until I got into the ministry that I discovered 
a missing verse in the NIV. To my surprise, I discovered a total of 
seventeen missing verses and hundreds of partial verses and words 
missing. So I began my quest to find out why. Since the Bible is the 
foundation of literally everything in New Testament Christianity, it 
is imperative that we have an uncorrupted Bible. If something does 
not have a biblical base, it should be rejected. We read in 1 
Thessalonians 5:21 “Prove all things; hold fast that which 
is good.” The English word prove is a translation of the Greek 
work dokimazete (dok-im-ad΄zate). The word carries the idea of 
proving a thing whether it is worthy or not. So, the question 
is, “How are we to go about proving something”? I believe Isaiah 
8:20 gives us insight into the answer to this question—“To the law 
and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them.” In other words, examine 
everything by the words of the Bible and if it does not line up, 
reject it! 
 
I am especially thankful for three men God brought into my life that 
helped me to get a hold on the History of Our English Bible and the 
underlying textual issue: Dr. David Otis Fuller who gave me a copy 
of his book, Which Bible, Dr. Jewel Smith, and Dr. Ken Connolly 
who first took me on the fascinating journey of the history of our 
English Bible. 
 
Friends, our King James Bible is the “GOLD STANDARD” for 
EVERYTHING in Christian life for English speaking people! 
 
The purpose of The Indestructible Book is to explain the wonderful 
history of the English Bible and the underlying textual issue in the 
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hopes you will see how God has preserved His Words for us as He 
promised, and to show why you should use the King James Bible. 
 
May God bless and enlighten the reader, 
Dr. David L. Brown 
Pastor David L. Brown, 
First Baptist Church of Oak Creek, WI 
December, 2014 
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CHAPTER #1 

IT ALL BEGAN ON MOUNT SINAI 

IT ALL BEGAN ON MT. SINAI: GOD’S WRITTEN 
WORD REVEALED TO MAN 
 
A close personal friend of mine, the late Dr. Kenneth Connolly, 
wrote this – “The Bible is the most remarkable piece of literature 
this world has ever seen.” There is absolutely no doubt that that is 
true. “Probably more has been written about the Bible, over a longer 
period, than any other subject.” (The Book: A History of The Bible; 
Christopher De Hamel; Introduction; Phaidon Press Limited). I want to take you 
back to where the Bible began - Mt. Sinai.   
 

 
 
In 2008 I took a group of people on a trip to see the important 
biblical places in the Middle East. We arrived at St. Catherine’s 
Monastery guesthouse in Sinai, Egypt for a late supper. It was 
already dark. The monastery is a Greek Orthodox monastery located 
at the foot of Mt. Sinai. It is said to be the oldest, continuously 
inhabited Christian Monastery in the world. It was founded in 527 
A.D. by the Roman Byzantine Emperor Justinian. It replaced a 
chapel that was built by Constantine’s mother, the Empress Helena 
in 337 A.D.  
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In about 1280 B.C. the first written communication from God came 
on Mount Sinai, etched in stone tablets by the finger of God. “These 
sacred words from the Ten Commandments have shaped the world 
and its ethical system for 3,500 years.” (A Visual History of the English 
Bible by Donald L. Brake; Baker Books; p. 25).  
 
Although Moses destroyed the tablets God had written on when he 
descended from the mountain and saw the idolatry of the people 
(Exodus 32:19), God instructed Moses to, “Hew thee two tables of 
stone like unto the first: and I will write upon these tables the 
words that were in the first tables, which thou brakest.” (Exodus 
34:1). But, in spite of a bad start, it is on Mount Sinai that God began 
to communicate with human beings in written form using the 
language that the people knew. He continued His progressive 
revelation for the next 1500 years.  
 
To give you an overview of how God revealed His word to us, I will 
share with you what William Smith wrote in the 19th century. “There 
are 31 to 36 different authors, who wrote in three continents, in 13 
different countries, in three languages (Hebrew, Aramaic and 
Greek), and from every possible human standpoint. Among these 
authors were kings, farmers, mechanics, scientific men, lawyers, 
generals, fishermen, ministers and priests, a tax collector, some 
poor, some city bred, some country born, thus touching all 
experiences of men, extending over 1500 years." (Adapted from Smith's 
Bible Dictionary; by William Smith; published 1884; p.91). 
 
Smith goes on to say, “Yet the Bible is but one book, because God 
was the real author, and therefore, though He added new 
revelations as men could receive them, He never had to change what 
was once revealed. The Bible is a unit because: 1) It has but one 
purpose, the salvation of men. 2) The character of God is the same 
3) The moral law is the same 4) It contains the development of one 
great scheme of salvation.” (Smith's Bible Dictionary; by William Smith; 
published 1884; p.91). 
 
The most important book that has ever been written or ever will be 
written is the Bible. It towers above all other books because God 
uniquely inspired it. God is the real author. John Wycliffe 
put it this way; “The authority of the Holy Scriptures infinitely 
surpasses any writing, how authentic soever it may appear, because 
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the authority of Jesus Christ is infinitely above that of all mankind. 
The authority of the Scripture is independent of any other authority, 
and is preferable to every other writing…" (Wycliffe quote from - Rome 
and The Bible; by David W. Cloud; Way of Life Literature; p.52). 
 
As I take you back to where many believe it all began, you could 
climb to the 7,498 foot summit of Jabal Musa, the traditional site of 
Mount Sinai (others believe Mt. Sinai is Jabal al Lawz, in Saudi 
Arabia). Many tourists get up very early to see the sunrise from the 
top of Mt. Sinai. It takes about 3 hours to climb the 3,750 “Steps of 
Penitence” that wind along the Sikket Saydna Musa or "The Path 
of Moses." Once at the top there is a small mosque and a Greek 
Orthodox Chapel that is said to enclose the rock from which God 
made the Tablets of the Law.  
 
From that lofty perch, when the climactic conditions are right, the 
sunrise is an awe-inspiring sight to see. As I thought about Mt. 
Sinai, my mind shifted to Exodus 19, which gives the account of 
Moses being on Mt. Sinai early one morning. There God visited him 
accompanied by thunder, lightning, loud trumpets, fire, and smoke. 
The whole mountain shook. As I looked at Mt. Sinai I thought, this 
may have been the place where Moses received the stone tablets of 
the Ten Commandments written by the finger of God three and one 
half millenniums earlier. It was on Mt. Sinai that Moses 
received the very first written communication from the 
Lord God Almighty. It was on Mt. Sinai that the written 
progressive revelatory journey of God speaking to man began.  
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CHAPTER #2 

THE HEBREW-ARAMAIC  
OLD TESTAMENT 

In order to trace the history of the Bible's translation into English, 
you need to understand something of the origin of the Bible and its 
preservation. Let's begin with the Old Testament. The Old 
Testament was written primarily in Hebrew, but portions of the 
books of Daniel and Ezra are written in the language of Babylon, 
which was Aramaic. The Hebrew language did not distinguish 
between capital and small letters and it had no vowels or 
punctuation marks. Unlike English, Spanish, French, German, etc. 
the writing was from right to left.    
 

 
 
 THE HEBREW-ARAMAIC OLD TESTAMENT 
CANON 
 
• There are 24 books in the Jewish Bible (Old 

Testament). But, these 24 books cover the same material that 
we have in our 39 book English, non-Catholic Bible, Old 
Testament. Below is the Hebrew Arrangement. (Note: Catholic 
Bibles contain 12 additional Apocryphal books not found in the 
Hebrew Canon).  

 
• The Law or Torah (5 Books) - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, Deuteronomy  
 
• The Prophets or Nebhiim (8 Books)  

The former prophets - Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings  
The latter prophets - Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the 
twelve prophets we call the Minor Prophets. Let me explain: The 
Hebrew Bible subdivides the prophets into two divisions - 
Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel) and the 
Minor Prophets which they count as one book (Hosea, Joel, 
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Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zachariah and Malachi). 

• The Writings Kethubhim or Hagiographa (11 books)  
 
• Poetical books (3 books) - Psalms, Job, Proverbs  
 
• Five rolls or Megilloth (5 books)- Ruth, Song of Songs 

(Solomon), Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther  
 
• Historical books (3 books) - Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, 

Chronicles  
 
As you can see, the difference is accounted for by the fact that 1 & 2 
Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, Ezra and Nehemiah and 1 & 2 
Chronicles and the 12 Minor Prophets were treated as one book 
by the Jews.  
 
I must point out that the oldest known recorded witness to the 
number of books in the Old Testament is quite recent, found in 4th 
Esdras, which was written between 85-96 A.D. This apocryphal 
book says – “Make public the twenty-four books that you wrote first, 
and let the worthy and the unworthy read them; but keep the 
seventy that were written last, in order to give them to the wise 
among your people.” (14:45-46). 
 
Note: In the Latin Bible 1 Esdras is Ezra and 2 Esdras is 
Nehemiah, which are part of the Hebrew Canon. However 3 Esdras 
and 4 Esdras are Apocryphal. 
 
Josephus, a first century Hebrew historian says, in his testimony 
Against Apion 1:8: “For we have not an innumerable multitude of 
books among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another 
(as the Greeks have) but only twenty-two books, which contain 
the records of all the past times; which are justly believed to be 
divine, and of them, five belong to Moses, which contain his 
laws, and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his death. This 
interval of time was a little short of three thousand years; but as to 
the time from the death of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes king of 
Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets, who were after 
Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. 
The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and precepts 

SAMPLE       PAGES



CHAPTER 2: THE HEBREW-ARAMAIC OLD TESTAMENT 

7 

for the conduct of human life. It is true, our history has been written 
since Artaxerxes, very particularly, but has not been esteemed of the 
like authority with the former by our forefathers, because there has 
not been an exact succession of prophets since that time; and how 
firmly we have given credit to those books of our own nation is 
evident by what we do; for during so many ages as have already 
passed, no one has been so bold as either to add anything to them 
or take anything from them, or to make any change in them; but it 
becomes natural to all Jews, immediately and from their very birth, 
to esteem those books to contain divine doctrines, and to persist in 
them, and, if occasion be, willingly to die for them."  
 
He is two books short of what is written in 4 Esdras. That may be 
accounted for in one of two ways. First, some Jews did not 
recognize the book of Esther, and doubted the inspiration of 
Ecclesiastes. He might have been one from that school. Or, perhaps 
his count combined some of the books together. My point is simply 
this. The same material that we find in the Old Testament of our 
English Bible finds its source in the Hebrew Bible. 
 
Since we are studying the History of our English Bible, I think it is 
important to point out that ancient English Bibles identified 
some of the 39 books of the Old Testament by different 
names than we have today. Here is a listing of the ancient name 
differences –1 Samuel is called 1 Kings, 2 Samuel is called 2 
Kings, 1 Kings is called 3 Kings, 2 Kings is called 4 Kings, 1 
Chronicles is called 1 Parlipomen, 2 Chronicles is called 2 
Parlipomen, Ezra is called 1 Esdras, Nehemiah is called 2 
Esdras, Song of Solomon is called Song of Songs. 
 
HOW THE OLD TESTAMENT CAME TOGETHER  
 
The Pentateuch - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy are sometimes referred to as: the "Five Books of 
Moses," because the writings themselves identify the author as 
Moses, or the "Pentateuch," a Greek term meaning "pente (5) 
teuchos (volumes)," or the "Books of the Law," or the "Torah" 
(a Hebrew word meaning "instruction").  
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These books were originally written as a single unbroken scroll. 
Sometime before the 2nd Century B.C. it was divided into the 5 
books that we see today. 
 
There are about two dozen verses in the Hebrew (Old Testament) 
Scriptures and about half that many in the New Testament 
Scriptures which state or strongly imply that Moses was the author 
of the first five books of the Bible.  
 
“Ancient Jewish and Christian writers, such as Ecclesiasticus, 
Josephus, Philo, and Origen were essentially in full agreement that 
the Pentateuch was written solely by Moses. The Mishnah and the 
Talmud also confirm this. Tradition during the first millennium of 
Christian history agrees with this belief.” (R.K. Harrison, "Introduction to 
the Old Testament," Page 497 [cited in R.B. Dillard & T. Longman III, "An 
Introduction to the Old Testament," Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, (1994) Page 
39]).  
 
Before the rise of the so-called Higher Criticism (18th Century) it was 
held almost universally that Moses wrote the Pentateuch 
substantially as it exists today. That is what I believe and I base that 
on the internal evidence found in the Bible itself.  
 
 The Pentateuch itself claims Mosaic authorship. “In 
Exodus 24:4 we read: ‘And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord.’  
These were placed 'inside of the Ark of the Covenant,' according to 
Deuteronomy 31:26.” (The Indestructible Book by W. Ken Connolly; Baker 
Books 1996; p.14) 
 
Exodus 17:14  “And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a 
memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will 
utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 
 
Exodus 34:27 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these 
words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant 
with thee and with Israel.” 
 
Leviticus 1:1 “And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto 
him out of the tabernacle of the congregation…” 
 
Leviticus 6:8  “And the LORD spake unto Moses…” 
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