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Introduction 

ears ago, I wrote a commentary on the Book of Ephesians.  When 
I came to chapter five and read about music, I realized my 
shortcomings.  Ephesians 5:19 says,  “Speaking to yourselves in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord…”  You see, I am what may be termed “a musical 
moron,” ignorant in the extreme and grossly untalented.  I had listened 
to a study on what makes good music by a Christian musician, and I 
learned that a lot of musical judgment is based on rhythm.  Does it 
have a syncopated beat or a waltz beat or something else?  That made 
sense to me.  However, when I tried to use this criteria, I found that I 
could not always tell what the beat was.  Even if the music sounded 
pleasant and had a spiritual impact, it still sounded like it might have a 
syncopated beat, which, I was taught, was carnal.  So, when I came to 
Ephesians 5:19 in my commentary, I knew I had to base judgement 
about good or bad music on something else.    Surely, I thought, the 
Bible must have Principles that enable a musical moron to judge music.  
I found that the Bible does indeed give those Principles, and I wrote my 
commentary accordingly. 

I believe the same is true in relation to the many English Bible 
translations that have flooded the Christian world since the Revised 
Version of 1881.  There are now more than 200 different English Bible 
Versions, all competing with one another and trying to outdo each 
other.  All of them want to have a copyright, which they cannot get 
unless they are significantly different than the last several hundred.  
These versions are based on ancient manuscripts, which led to the 
creation of competing Greek New Testaments and Hebrew Old 
Testaments along with confusing theories and philosophies of 
translating in such a dizzying array that many average Christians have 
given up or have never tried to understand it.  Many throw up their 
hands in surrender saying, “Well, they are all bibles, they must be the 
same.”   

This booklet is written in the belief that the Bible gives us 
principles that enable the average Christian to judge this issue and 
come to clarity.  Don’t misunderstand.  It will still require the 
accumulation of some knowledge.  However, what you need to know 
has already been researched and provided by others.  The greatest 
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need is that we all believe and follow what the Bible says about the 
subject.  The necessary principles are all there.  They just need to be 
learned and applied to the version situation as it is today.  You don’t 
need to become a Bible scholar or to understand Biblical scholarship.  
You don’t need to become a Greek or Hebrew scholar.  You simply have 
to become a good and wise Bible student.  That and a little knowledge 
of the situation will be enough. 

James 1:5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him. 
6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind 
and tossed. 
7  For let not that man think that he shall receive any 
thing of the Lord. 

Therefore, this booklet provides several Biblical principles for 
you.  It also gives you some basic knowledge and suggestions about 
how to apply the Biblical principles listed below. 

Principle 1: Basic Doctrines of the Scriptures 
Principle 2: Satan’s Master Plan 
Principle 3: God is the God of History 
Principle 4: God is not the Author of Confusion 
Principle 5: God’s Word is Truth 
Principle 6: If the Blind lead the Blind 
Principle 7: Sweet Water and Bitter Fountains? 
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PRINCIPLE 1:  Basic Doctrines About the Bible 

2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 
Psalms 12:6  The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a 
furnace of earth, purified seven times. 7  Thou shalt keep them, O 
LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 

irst things must come first.  There are two doctrines that must be 
understood and believed if you are to get to the truth about 
English Bible versions.  Those doctrines are 1) The Inspiration of 

Scripture, and 2) the Providential Preservation of the Scriptures.  The 
very foundation of a successful walk with the Lord and of growth in 
Christ is a firm Scriptural conviction about the nature of the Bible itself.  
God has a very high view of Scripture.  We must have the same.  
Everything depends on this.  Without it, you may not be able to reach 
the truth, because you are in danger of depending on something other 
than Scripture, and only Scripture is certain truth.  “Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17). 

So, the Bible, Scripture, comes to us from God, and He has also 
declared that He will preserve it word-perfect; therefore, the Bible 
carries the authority of God.  This truth was expressed many years ago 
in the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith and in the 1646 Westminster 
Confession of Faith. 

The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native 
language of the people of God of old), and the New 
Testament in Greek (which at the time of the writing of 
it was most generally known to the nations), being 
immediately inspired by God, and by his singular care 
and providence kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
authentic; so as in all controversies of religion, the 
church is finally to appeal to them. 1 

F 

SAMPLE PAGES 



Basic Doctrines About the Bible  

14 
 

 The Scriptures came into the world by inspiration, from that 
point they were preserved by God’s singular care and providence, and 
they are the final appeal in all matters of faith and practice.  When the 
Scriptures speak, the matter is settled. 

Inspiration 

 The word inspiration in 2 Timothy 3:16 in Greek is 
theopneustos, and basically means God breathed.    However, this 
means little in English and needs some explanation.  One thing it 
certainly means is that God is the origin of all Scripture.  God is the only 
author.  He used men as His instruments to write the words down, but 
the words were all from His heart and mind.  It has been stated this 
way: “The perfect author of the perfect Bible is God.” 2   
 A statement of the process and product of inspiration is found 
in Matthew 4:4,  “Man shall not live by bread alone, but every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  The words of Scripture 
proceeded out of God’s mouth; they were God-breathed.  They may 
have been spoken by men, they may have been written down by men, 
but they came out of the mouth of God.  Since God is a Spirit (John 
4:24), this is a metaphor to help us understand that every word of 
Scripture comes from God.  He is the origin and author of the words, all 
the words.  Each word chosen by Him is from His heart and mind.   
 We often speak of verbal plenary inspiration. Verbal inspiration 
means that God inspired every single individual word.  Every separate 
word is a word that God chose.  It is God’s vocabulary.  Plenary 
inspiration means that all of Scripture as a whole is inspired.  Nothing in 
Scripture escapes the label inspired.   Every word of Scripture and the 
whole is inspired.  

How did God give Scripture and how did He use men to do it?  
God used various methods.   The Scriptures themselves give us some 
additional information and examples of what God did.  Foremost 
among them is 2 Peter 1:16-21. 
 

2 Peter 1:16-21  For we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
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17  For he received from God the Father honour and 
glory, when there came such a voice to him from the 
excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. 
18  And this voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with him in the holy mount. 
19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day star arise in your hearts: 
20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture 
is of any private interpretation. 
21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

 God started with holy men.  The Spirit of God “moved” these 
men to speak words that He chose.  These words were written down by 
an assistant who was listening.  An example of this is found in Jeremiah 
36. 

Jeremiah 36:1-4  And it came to pass in the fourth year 
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this 
word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 
2  Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the 
words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and 
against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day 
I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto 
this day. 
3  It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil 
which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return 
every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their 
iniquity and their sin. 
4  Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and 
Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, 
upon a roll of a book. 

 Even Paul used the speaking method.  Romans 16:22 says, “I 
Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord.”  The letter was 
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sent to Rome from Paul, not Tertius.  Paul spoke the words of the letter 
and Tertius was his assistant who wrote it down.     
 However, Paul seems to have written some of his work himself.  
1 Corinthians 16:1 tells us, “The salutation of me Paul with mine own 
hand.”  Paul wrote the greeting himself, otherwise it appears the same 
procedure was used. “Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you 
with mine own hand” (Gal. 6:11).  It has been suggested that Paul 
wrote the end of the epistle to the Galatians and used large letters 
because he had eye trouble (Gal. 4:15).  Regardless, at times Paul 
wrote himself, and at times he dictated to an assistant.   
 A similar method has to do with the law in Deuteronomy.  
Moses spoke all the law to Israel and Moses Himself wrote the words 
(Deut. 31:9).     
 When dealing with this subject, commentators usually reject 
out of hand the so-called dictation theory; that God dictated the 
Scriptures.  Yet, that is exactly what God did for part of the Scriptures.  
For example, God dictated the ten commandments and wrote them 
Himself on tables of stone (Ex. 34:1; Deuteronomy 9:10).  God also 
dictated the law and commanded it to be written down (Ex. 17:14; 
24:4; 34:27; Num. 5:23).    Much of the Prophecies are written from 
indirect dictation; dictated by God to the prophets, spoken aloud by 
the prophets, and written by a secretary.     
 At other times, especially with narratives of events, God seems 
to have put into the hearts of the writers the words they should write.  
“And Moses wrote their goings out according to their journeys by the 
commandment of the LORD: and these are their journeys according to 
their goings out” (Num. 33:2).   
 In whatever way God gave the word, it was given by the 
miracle of inspiration.  The Words were given by God.  In whatever way 
the prophets and Apostles were “moved” (2 Peter 2:21), it was the Holy 
Spirit who moved them.  They were led by the Spirit.  “The Spirit of the 
LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue” (2 Sam. 23:2).  
Because of this, we must conclude that it is not just the meaning of the 
words that matter, it is the words themselves.  When one is translating 
the Bible, he must be concerned about the meaning of the text and 
about the words.  God cares about each of His words, the words HE 
chose. 

Psalms 12:6  The words of the Lord are pure words  
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