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FOREWORD 
 

It affords me real satisfaction to commend this 
interesting book, “The Dispensations,” to all who desire a 
knowledge of God’s plan or blueprint for the ages. I would 
like to see it in the hands of everyone needing light on history, 
past, present, and future.  

We are living in a time of great confusion. Programs 
for a better world have been enthusiastically received only 
to end in absolute failure. Is there no remedy for present day 
despair? 

What a relief to know that God is still on the throne 
and that world events are moving according to His time 
table. 

This book meets this need. It is well written, easy to 
read, and is true to the Bible. It is for both the saved and the 
unsaved. Such a book is valuable not only to learn the truth 
presented but to keep as a handy reference in connection 
with our Bible study. May God largely use it, is my prayer. 

Judson A. Rudd, LL.D, 
Pres. Wm. Jennings Bryan University 
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PREFACE 
 

A farmer, deciding to raise chickens, purchases a 
poultry book. In order to understand the book he must rightly 
divide the chapters and interpret them in the light of the rest 
of the book. 

In the chapter dealing with the care of baby chicks, 
he will learn that heat must be high; grit must be fine, and 
feed must be mixed with care. Several weeks later the heat 
can be reduced, and as time goes on can be taken away 
entirely; gravel can be given for grit, and whole wheat and 
cracked corn for food. Thus he must rightly divide his poultry 
book or he cannot get its message. 

Since the “law was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ,” it is evident that the elements of 
“grace and truth” cannot apply to the dispensation of law. 
God gave but one command to Adam, while ten were given 
to Moses; thus these two dispensations dare not be 
confused. God gave Promise to Abraham, but later He 
“added” the law, and that only “until.” Thus again do we see 
that it is impossible to understand the word of truth unless 
we “rightly” divide it and apply it in its evident position in 
God’s program. 

Let us keep in mind, however, that throughout the 
entire book there is a scarlet line - - - blood, blood, blood; 
and that all the Old Testament sacrifices looked forward to 
“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
No one will ever enter heaven who cannot praise Him who 
“loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood” 
(Rev. 1:5). 

Although man has been tested in various ways, yet 
the ultimate basis of his salvation has always been. through 
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faith in Christ. Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah and 
countless others “All died in faith” (Heb. 11). 

Since our subject is so large, and since there are so 
many angles from which to approach it, we can hardly 
expect to divide the dispensations into periods with which 
all will agree. Thus we will use the outline given in the 
Scofield Reference Bible, and endeavor to see the hand of 
God as it moves among mankind to bring salvation to the 
lost, and glory to His matchless name. 

The Author 
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Golden Rule of Interpretation 
 

When the plain sense of Scripture makes common 
sense, seek no other sense. Therefore, take every word at its 
primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of 
the context indicate clearly otherwise. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
WHY GOD PLANNED THE AGES 

 

All around is motion and life and activity. But what is 
it all about? Why do the rivers flow and the birds fly; why 
does the sun shine and the rain fall; why does the heart beat 
and why do we have our existence? 

“It is all the result of blind chance,” cries the 
evolutionist.  

“But,” we ask, “Do molecules join molecules in 
countless forms and ceaseless combinations in strict 
obedience to imaginary laws that do not exist?”  

“It is all vanity and chasing after wind,” cried the wise 
man as he considered it all from his position beneath the 
sun. 

“But,” we ask, “might not a position above the sun 
bring forth another answer?” 

“For thy pleasure they are and were created,” cries 
the heavenly chorus as they fall before the throne of their 
God. 

But does God delight to just sit idly by and watch the 
wheels go round? Or is there, after all, a design; and do 
things live and move and have their being because of a well 
established program? 

Revelation of Hidden Qualities 
Love and wisdom and power are invisible and can be 

known only as they are seen in action. There is in the Person 
of the infinite God a blending of all these qualities and 
countless more. If they were not made manifest, the 
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sublimest part of the universe would be a blank. The more 
we know of these rare qualities the greater will be our joy in 
God’s presence. 

It was after the Psalmist considered his body, 
“fearfully and wonderfully” made, that he burst forth in 
praise to the Omniscient God. Man is naturally proud but 
after the Psalmist had considered the “heaven, the work of” 
the Omnipotent God, he cried in deep humility, “What is 
man that thou are mindful of him?’’  

It is to reveal these rare and unknown qualities that 
the ages have been formed. Eternity past; eternity future and 
the little speck we call “time’ are all but the unfolding of the 
attributes of the infinite God, unto whom be “glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without 
end.” 

Revealing God’s Omnipotence 
Far back before the world was formed, there was a 

time when God began to bring into existence the heavenly 
hosts, the song of God, angels, archangels, cherubim, 
seraphim, principalities and powers. But, intelligent as 
these mighty creatures were, they could not look into the 
heart of God and see what it contained. We may meet a 
stranger but we do not know what is in his heart until we see 
its expression in some dealings we have with him. We do not 
know that he is an artist until he paints the picture; we 
cannot know that he is a musician until he thrills us with his 
harmonies. So with these sons of God; they could know the 
heart of their Creator only through its expression in 
something they could comprehend. 

How can God best show His power to the heavenly 
hosts? Job 38:4-7 reveals the interest of these sons of God in 
the creation of the world. The world hangs upon nothing, yet 
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we know whereupon the foundations are fastened. The earth 
is anchored to the sun and the sun to another giant sun, and 
so, we may say, the foundations of the earth were laid when 
the material universe was created. It was at the creation of 
this universe that the sons of God responded with a shout, 
for God thus showed the invisible things of Himself by the 
things that he made, even His power and Godhead (Rom. 
1:19,20). 

In my younger days, I once worked for an ice company 
in Oklahoma, where from time to time, new men were added 
to the force. One was a tall fellow with nothing very attractive 
about him. One evening as we were going home, we were 
walking along the banks of the river and one of the men tried 
again and again to throw a stone across it. The stranger, 
seeing his failure, offered to do it. The young man bet him 
that he could not do it, and indeed there was nothing in his 
appearance to indicate that he had the strength to throw so 
far. 

I was more sure he would fail when I saw the stone he 
selected; six or eight times the size that would make for easy 
throwing. With one mighty effort the stranger threw and 
landed it far up on the bank on the other side. We gave a 
shout of joy at the display of such tremendous strength. 
Never again was he the same man to me. He had strength 
from the first day he worked for the company, but it was the 
display of it that brought a feeling of reverence to my boyish 
heart. 

And so with God, He had always had great power, but 
only in manifestation could it be known to the beings of 
heaven. Before the wondering eyes of the mighty sons of 
God, the material universe was formed. How they stood in 
awe as blazing suns were flung into the limitless void of 
space and held in their courses! But, is there no end? 
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Hundreds of millions of giant suns with untold billions of 
tons of matter were flung out with a speed beyond all 
computation. In the depths of their being the fires of 
reverence and veneration burst into flame and the hills of 
heaven echo as they shout for joy at the display of the power 
of their Creator. 

Other Qualities to be Revealed 
Ages pass. The earth has been a scene of judgment. 

No longer does it stand forth in its pristine beauty. It is waste 
and void. The display of God’s power brought forth a shout 
of joy, but there is more than power in the Godhead. There is 
love and grace; mercy and patience and other qualities 
perfectly blended in His person. But the mighty hosts of 
heaven, how little do they realize the limitless love and 
patience in the heart of their Creator. Will He show it to 
them? 

The eyes of myriads of the heavenly host are focused 
upon the earth. God speaks. The light breaks forth. Again He 
speaks, and air and water are formed; the dry land appears; 
vegetable life is called forth; the sun and moon are given 
their places; fish and fowl; land animals and last of all, man 
is created.  

With intense interest these principalities and powers 
watch the movement of Satan. How they stand in wonder 
and awe as they see the man and woman succumb to his 
temptation. 

We may meet a person and have no definite sense of 
love towards him, but as we associate with him day after day 
and see the manifestation of his heart in kindness when his 
horses are unruly, or in patience when others become angry, 
our heart goes out to him and his presence becomes 
sweeter as these rare qualities are known. 
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It is thus with God. He revealed His mighty power to 
the hosts of heaven when He created the material universe, 
but God is not half known, and the sublimest part of the 
universe would be nothing but a blank if His moral qualities 
did not have opportunity to manifest themselves. 

I once worked on the elevated railroad in Chicago. 
The superintendent of our division was an ordinary man. If I 
needed to see him, I hurried through my errand. But one day 
when I went to his office one of the trainmen had disobeyed 
the rules and the superintendent was talking to him. The 
trainman was angry and was abusing him in a disgraceful 
manner. But there sat my superintendent, cool and calm, 
quietly answering the man as he poured out his vile talk. I 
marveled at the kindness and patience in the heart of my 
superintendent, and my heart was flooded with a new love 
for him. 

Revealing God’s Love and Mercy 
God had unlimited power, but it could be known only 

as it was manifested to the nations of earth. God used 
Pharoah, earth’s most powerful potentate to reveal His 
power to the nations (Rom. 9:7). 

God is love (I John 4:8). But love is invisible and of 
different degrees. The highest love among man is to lay down 
life for a friend (John 15:33), but God revealed His greater 
love by dying for His enemies. God is merciful, but to reveal 
this invisible quality He must save the worst of sinners as an 
object lesson so that no sinner, however great, need despair 
of His mercy. Paul was a “blasphemer, and a persecutor and 
injurious.” Thus when God saved this chief of sinners He 
revealed His great patience and long suffering to the 
intelligent beings of His universe (I Tim. 1:13-16). 
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Revealing God’s Omniscience 
God revealed His omnipotence to the heavenly host 

in the creation of the material universe. Now how can He 
best reveal His omniscience to them? Only as He will pit His 
own wisdom against the highest created wisdom. 

Satan was created “full of wisdom” (Ezek. 28 :12). He 
is given freedom to work among men and thus give God 
opportunity to show His super wisdom in bringing Satan’s 
wickedness to the furtherance of the purpose he would 
defeat. God’s wisdom will be manifested in His ability to 
perfect His own strength in the weak things (II Cor. 12:9), and 
in choosing the foolish things of the world to work in such a 
way as to confound the wise (1 Cor. -1 :27). 

For untold ages the sons of God have been in the 
presence of their Creator with unmingled joy. But there are 
hidden qualities in His heart that they little realize. These 
sons of God are to spend eternity with Him. If they but knew 
the unfathomable love and wisdom in the heart of their 
Creator, it would increase their love for Him and their joy in 
His presence would be richer. God wants their joy to be full 
and He will stop at no cost to produce it. 

He will create a new order of beings and call them 
“man.” They will sin and hate Him, but how can He better 
show His love than to love the unlovable? He will commend 
His love towards them, in that while they are yet sinners, 
Christ will die for them (Rom. 5:8). How can he better show 
his kindness and patience than to shower his blessings upon 
the unthankful? He will in this way make us to be the 
instrument that will bring the “praise of his glory.” 

Among the millions of mankind there will not be two 
exactly alike. Men will hate God and will run from Him. 
Satan’s wisdom is the highest known among the living 
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